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The Institute of Ismaili Studies

The Institute of Ismaili Studies was established in 1977 with the object
of promoting scholarship and learning on Islam, in the historical
as well as contemporary contexts, and a better understanding of its
relationship with other societies and faiths.
The Institute’s programmes encourage a perspective which is not
confined to the theological and religious heritage of Islam, but seeks
to explore the relationship of religious ideas to broader dimensions
of society and culture. The programmes thus encourage an interdisciplinary approach to the materials of Islamic history and thought.
Particular attention is also given to issues of modernity that arise as
Muslims seek to relate their heritage to the contemporary situation.
Within the Islamic tradition, the Institute’s programmes promote
research on those areas which have, to date, received relatively little
attention from scholars. These include the intellectual and literary
expressions of Shi‘ism in general, and Ismailism in particular.
In the context of Islamic societies, the Institute’s programmes are
informed by the full range and diversity of cultures in which Islam is
practised today, from the Middle East, South and Central Asia, and
Africa to the industrialised societies of the West, thus taking into
consideration the variety of contexts which shape the ideals, beliefs
and practices of the faith.
These objectives are realised through concrete programmes
and activities organised and implemented by various departments
of the Institute. The Institute also collaborates periodically, on a
programme-specific basis, with other institutions of learning in the
United Kingdom and abroad.
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The Institute’s academic publications fall into a number of interrelated categories:
1. Occasional papers or essays addressing broad themes of the relationship between religion and society, with special reference to
Islam.
2. Monographs exploring specific aspects of Islamic faith and culture,
or the contributions of individual Muslim thinkers or writers.
3. Editions or translations of significant primary or secondary
texts.
4. Translations of poetic or literary texts which illustrate the rich heritage of spiritual, devotional and symbolic expressions in Muslim
history.
5. Works on Ismaili history and thought, and the relationship of the
Ismailis to other traditions, communities and schools of thought
in Islam.
6. Proceedings of conferences and seminars sponsored by the Institute.
7. Bibliographical works and catalogues which document manuscripts, printed texts and other source materials.
This book falls into category three listed above.
In facilitating these and other publications, the Institute’s sole aim
is to encourage original research and analysis of relevant issues.
While every effort is made to ensure that the publications are of a
high academic standard, there is naturally bound to be a diversity of
views, ideas and interpretations. As such, the opinions expressed in
these publications must be understood as belonging to their authors
alone.

To the memory of
Aliya
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21 Rabīʿ II/7 January: al-Mahdī is proclaimed caliph
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by Ḥubāsa b. Yūsuf.
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The construction of al-Mahdiyya is completed.
Shawwāl/February–March: al-Mahdī moves to alMahdiyya.
al-Nuʿmān enters the service of al-Mahdī.
14 Rabīʿ I/4 March: Death of al-Mahdī.
On 10 Jumādā II/28 May, al-Mahdī’s death is announced.
The Kharijite Abū Yazīd begins his rebellion.
13 Shawwāl/18 May: Death of al-Qāʾim.
Abū Yazīd is defeated by al-Manṣūr.
al-Manṣūr invests al-Nuʿmān with the highest judicial office of the Fatimid state.
29 Shawwāl/19 March: Death of al-Manṣūr. Beginning of the reign of al-Muʿizz.
Fatimid fleet raids Almeria in Andalusia.
al-Muḥarram/April: al-Qāḍī al-Nuʿmān completes
the Iftitāḥ al-daʿwa.
Jawhar’s campaign in the Maghrib to re-establish
Fatimid authority.
Jawhar’s conquest of Egypt for the Fatimids.
al-Muʿizz moves to Egypt accompanied by al-Qāḍī
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End of Jumāda II/27 March: Death of al-Qāḍī alNuʿmān in Cairo.
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