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Nada Zgrabljić Rotar and Djurdja Vrljević Šarić
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Foreword
Hugh Stephenson

T

he landscape of journalism has changed beyond all recognition in the two decades
since Pierre Mory of the Institut des Hautes Études des Communications Sociales in
Belgium and I researched and wrote our 1990 report, Journalism Training in Europe.1
We did so at the request of the European Commission and the European Journalism Training
Association in response to the view that journalism and journalists performed (or should
perform) a powerful and positive role in the social and political development of Europe and
that, consequently, it was important to identify and then spread ‘best practice’ in the training
of journalists as widely as possible.
What has changed so fundamentally in these last twenty years? First, of course, is the
political context. In 1990 there seemed no point in even bothering to include a survey
of journalism training in East and Central Europe. It was assumed that, in these parts of
Europe, most journalists working in mainstream media were either witting or unwitting
agents of the state; while those who so bravely worked for the underground media also
tended to behave more as propagandists for their cause than as ‘objective’ journalists.
When all that changed with the unexpected collapse of the Soviet Union, there followed
a period of excessive hope that journalists, free at last to perform in a professional manner,
would be key agents in the building of new civil societies in their countries, perhaps even in
Russia. Also, in the years since 1990, the ‘European project’ itself has greatly lost its sense of
direction and impetus and with that has come a lowering of the expectations, in that respect,
that were once loaded on the shoulders of journalists.
Second, these two decades have seen journalism transformed by technological change,
including particularly the changes associated with the Internet and the World Wide Web.
The revolution was, of course, already under way in 1990 and those with foresight were
making predictions as to where things were going. Media organizations and journalists in
1990 were trying as fast as they could to come to terms with the brave new world that
was engulfing them, but the underlying structure of the media business was still entirely
traditional. Journalists (in the print media or in broadcasting) produced material for
newspapers, or magazines, or radio, or television. Alongside this activity, a few journalismbased websites were experimenting with the new possibilities available and were, in general,
losing significant sums of money in the process.
However in 1990 none of the current preoccupations of the media were at the centre of
the stage. Media convergence was still a vague idea, not the reality that it has become in
the meantime. The subsequent requirement for media organizations to forget their original
position in the traditional scheme of things and to deliver their ‘product’ across the whole
13
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range of available media outlets has had (and continues to have) a profound effect on the
job descriptions of journalists. In this process of ‘media convergence’ the organizations
involved, both for reasons of flexibility and in order to save money, have begun to rely to a
greater extent on casual labour or to take on (usually younger and cheaper) staff to work in
the new production processes, who have little or no previous experience of the traditions
and requirements of journalism. With the partial exceptions of Italy and Greece, journalism
in Europe has never been a ‘profession’ in the narrow sense of an activity to which entry is
regulated by some governing body requiring proof of competence and from which a person
can be excluded for improper conduct. In talking about ‘professional standards’ in journalism,
one is referring to the recognition of and adherence to standards of technical competence, of
ways of working and of codes of ethics that are generally accepted in the business. The main
purpose of formal journalism education has been to convey such professional standards
to those who wish to work in the media in a more systematic, efficient and rapid way than
would be the case just by learning ‘on the job’.
A by-product of the new working patterns introduced to meet the requirement of the
new technology, however, is that journalistic professionalism in this sense risks being
significantly diluted. All of this has profound implications for those involved in the training
of journalists. On the positive side, the liberating power of the new technology provides
previously undreamed of journalistic possibilities. On the negative side, the same new
technology has promoted the requirements of ‘production’ at the expense of time spent on
original research, investigation and reporting.
Third, in 1990, though the gradual decline in the fortunes of traditional print media was
evident in most European countries, the fragmentation of readerships that have since been
brought about by the new technology was still something for the future. Since 1990, too, the
widespread deregulation of radio and television throughout Europe has similarly fragmented
viewing and listening audiences. In addition, large segments of our populations now no
longer rely on the traditional media as their main source of news, having turned instead to
the Web, to the Internet, to mobile telephones or to free newspapers. The loss of revenue
to the individual media organizations affected by all this has created acute commercial
pressures to make media ‘output’ more attractive, particularly to younger people who have
been turning away from traditional media forms in large numbers. This is sometimes called
the move towards ‘infotainment’.
All of these trends have tended to dilute the idealized role assigned to journalists in the
traditional liberal model of journalism: that of professional actors with a moral purpose
to serve the truth and to expose wickedness in the interests of a better society. They are
clearly trends that need to be analysed and reacted to by those involved in the training of
journalists.
Fourth, nothing, however, has diluted this traditional model of the journalist’s role more
than the current world financial crash and global recession. Almost all sections of the media,
including those that rely mainly on state funding, are faced with sharply reduced revenues
and the need to cut costs. This is not a climate in which media organizations feel themselves
14
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able to afford the undoubted expense involved in providing high levels of professional
education, nor the resources required to support high quality journalism. The first pressure
is inevitably resulting in staff reductions on a significant scale and in the cutting back on the
more expensive elements of journalistic output. Whole sections of the media in the United
States appear to be in meltdown and though, apart from private broadcasting, the media
situation in general across Europe appears, for the moment, to not be as bad, the trend is
clear. As there is little hope of substantial economic recovery for several years, the trend can
only intensify.
It is pointless to indulge in nostalgia about the journalism of yesteryear. The changes in
the patterns of both the production and the consumption of media brought about in the last
twenty years by the application of new technologies and by economic circumstance have
been profound. By contrast, debate about how the media should or can continue to play a
positive social role in these changed circumstance has been curiously muted.
So, too, it has to be said, has any discussion about how journalism training should adjust
to this totally different environment. Journalism training has, of course, more than kept
pace with the changes in media technology and production techniques. But, to a surprising
extent, on the side of content, rather than production, most journalism training seems to
be strikingly similar to that being provided twenty years ago. It is to be hoped that this
survey of the current state of affairs will provoke more of a debate about where this aspect of
journalism education should be aiming to go in the next twenty years.
The Author
Hugh Stephenson is Emeritus Professor of Journalism at City University, London. He was a
member of the European Journalism Centre’s board from its formation in 1993 until 2007
and was its chairman from 1995 until 2002.
Note
1. Stephenson, H., and Mory, P. (1990), Journalism training in Europe, Brussels: Commission of the
European Communities.

15

Introduction
European Journalism Education in a Mess Media World
Georgios Terzis

T

wenty years have passed since Hugh Stephenson, the director of City University
Journalism School at the time, asked me, as one of his students, to help him find
data about journalism education in Greece in order to compile the first ever study
of the topic at a European level.1 At that time there were very few UK universities where
you could study journalism, while no such universities existed in Greece. Today there are
approximately 100 in these two countries and more than 500 such institutions in Europe.
This book aims at, first, mapping this amazing sea of change of the past twenty years
by providing an extensive review of the national journalism education landscapes
of 33 European counties. Second, as noted by Paolo Mancini during the European
Communication Research and Education Association conference in Barcelona last year
that ‘comparative analysis makes the invisible visible’, it attempts to make these European
trends in journalism education visible by providing not only a comparative review of
33 national education landscapes but also four regional introductory chapters as well as
conclusions and an epilogue at the crossroads of journalism education at a European level
and beyond.
Despite the fact that these national chapters have certain ‘unique characteristics’, all
of them provide a brief history of journalism education in the country and a review of
the organizations which provide journalism education. Such organizations include state
universities and polytechnics, private universities, national unions of journalists, employers
associations, private media companies (in-house training) and the church.2 The chapters
extend their analysis to describing the type of faculty/instructors that these institutions
use, the content of the education they provide, i.e. theory vs. practice, communication
or journalism studies or a mixed system, the impact of new media in the content of the
curriculum, the level of specialization according to fields (science, sports, international
journalism etc), the level of specialization according to medium (print, broadcast, etc.),
the percentage of journalism education courses in their curricula vs. general education,
the role of internships, the level of different degrees offered (Diploma, Bachelor’s, Master’s,
Ph.D.) and exchange programmes with other institutions (bilateral or participation in the
EU Erasmus, Erasmus Mundus, etc.).
Moreover the 33 national chapters discuss the issue of the duration of studies in
different countries, and the type of students or professionals attending their mainstream
or continuing education programmes. Some chapters also provide data on the number of
students/professionals that are involved in such trainings every year, as well as a gender
breakdown of these data.
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